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2.1  SLM case studies
n  Cropping management  

(8 case studies)
n  Water management  

(8 case studies)
n  Cross-slope barriers  

(7 case studies)
n  Grazing land manage-

ment (2 case studies)
n  Forest management  

(5 case studies)
n  SLM approaches  

(8 case studies)

2.2  Mapping case studies
n  Spain – Portugal – 

Italy – Greece – Turkey 
– Morocco – Tunisia 
– Russia – China – 
Botswana – Mexico – 
Chile – Cape Verde

2.3   DESIRE methodology 
examples

n Eskişehir (Turkey)
n  Yan River Basin (China)

Part II: Case studies
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Policy recommendations: 

n Strengthen collaboration of scientists with stakeholders; 
n  Link local knowledge with the latest technologies emerging from the scientific community, 

using a structured participatory process involving all stakeholders; 
n Include stakeholder-defined criteria for selecting SLM options; 
n Perform standardised assessments using WOCAT tools; and 
n  Acknowledge that SLM has benefits with respect to many global concerns, including water 

scarcity, resource use efficiency, energy supply, food security, poverty alleviation, climate 

change, and biodiversity conservation.

This book aims to help decision makers and donors in their efforts to invest wisely in sustain-

able management of land.

n 1.1 The process of identifying and trialling options for SLM
n 1.2 Analysis of degradation and SLM maps
n 1.3 Analysis of assessed SLM technologies and approaches across DESIRE sites
n 1.4 Conclusions and policy points

Part I: Methodology, analysis and synthesis

Desire for Greener Land com-
piles options for Sustainable Land 
Management (SLM) in drylands. It is a 
result of the integrated research pro-
ject DESIRE (Desertification Mitigation 
and Remediation of Land - A Global 
Approach for Local Solutions). Lasting 
five years (2007–2012) and funded within 
the EU’s Sixth Framework Programme, 
DESIRE brought together the expertise of 
26 international research institutes and 
non-governmental organisations. The 
DESIRE project aimed to establish promis-
ing alternative land use and management 
strategies in 17 degradation and deserti-

fication sites around the world, relying 
on close collaboration between scientists 
and local stakeholder groups. The study 
sites provided a global laboratory in 
which researchers could apply, test, and 
identify new and innovative approaches 
to combatting desertification. The result-
ing SLM strategies are local- to regional-
scale interventions designed to increase 
productivity, preserve natural resource 
bases, and improve people’s livelihoods. 
These were documented and mapped 
using the internationally recognised 
WOCAT (World Overview of Conservation 
Approaches and Technologies) method-

ological framework, which formed an 
integral part of the DESIRE project.

The book describes the DESIRE approach 
and WOCAT methodology for a range of 
audiences, from local agricultural advi-
sors to scientists and policymakers. Links 
are provided to manuals and online mate-
rials, enabling application of the various 
tools and methods in similar projects. 
The book also includes an analysis of the 
current context of degradation and SLM 
in the study sites, in addition to analysis 
of the SLM technologies and approaches 
trialled in the DESIRE project. Thirty SLM 

technologies, eight SLM approaches, and 
several degradation and SLM maps from 
all the DESIRE study sites are compiled in 
a concise and well-illustrated format, fol-
lowing the style of this volume’s forerun-
ner where the land is greener (WOCAT 
2007). Finally, conclusions and policy 
points are presented for decision makers, 
the private sector, civil society, donors, 
and the research community. These are 
intended to support people’s efforts to 
invest wisely in the sustainable manage-
ment of land – enabling greener drylands 
to become a  reality, not just a desire.

Morocco, Gudrun Schwilch


