This book:
n a new standard for the systematic documentation, evaluation and
dissemination of knowledge on sustainable land management
n issues of global concern: desertification, poverty, water scarcity and conflicts
n 42 case studies from more than 20 countries around the world,
documenting a wide range of technologies and approaches to soil and
water conservation
n detailed analysis of study results including policy points for decision
makers and donors
‘where the land is greener’ looks at soil and water conservation from a global
perspective. In total, 42 soil and water conservation technologies and 28 approaches
are described – each fully illustrated with photographs, graphs and line drawings –
as applied in case studies in more than 20 countries around the world. This unique
presentation of case studies draws on WOCAT’s extensive database, gathered in over
12 years of field experience.
The book is intended as a prototype for national and regional compilations of
sustainable land management practices a practical – instrument for making field
knowledge available to decision makers.
Various land use categories are covered, from crop farming to grazing and forestry.
The technologies presented range from terrace-building to agroforestry systems;
from rehabilitation of common pastures to conservation agriculture; from vermiculture to water harvesting. Several of these technologies are already wellestablished successes – others are innovative, relatively unknown, but full of promise.
Descriptions of the various technologies are complemented by studies of the
‘approaches’ that have underpinned their development and dissemination. Some of
these approaches were developed specifically for individual projects; others developed
and spread spontaneously in fascinating processes that offer a new perspective for
development policy.
In addition to the case studies, the book includes two analytical sections on the technologies and approaches under study. By identifying common elements of success,
these analyses offer hope for productive conservation efforts at the local level with
simultaneous global environmental benefits. Policy pointers for decision makers and
donors offer a new impetus for further investment – to make the land greener.
“This book is very timely in view of current environmental concerns...” UNEP 2006
“...demonstrates that sustainable agricultural technologies are real options that
contribute directly to food security...” FAO 2006

Order the book ➔ http://www.earthprint.com/go.htm?to=wocat001
Free copies for ACP (Africa, Caribbean, Pacific) countries ➔ www.cta.int
More information on WOCAT ➔ www.wocat.net
Price: 45US$

where the land is greener
case studies and analysis of soil and water conservation initiatives worldwide

Part I: Analysis and policy implications

Part II: Case studies

n Analysis of SWC technologies – what works where, and why

n Manuring/ composting (3 case studies)

n Introduction – from hot spots to green spots

n Analysis of SWC approaches – putting the practices into place
n Conclusions and policy points – support for descision makers

n Conservation agriculture (5 case studies)

n Gully rehabilitation (3 case studies)

n Vegetative strips / cover (3 case studies)

n Grazing land management
(4 case studies)

n Agroforestry (8 case studies)

n Water harvesting (3 case studies)

n Terraces (9 case studies)

n Other technologies (4 case studies)

Policy points: investing in soil and water conservation
Investment in rural areas and SWC is a local concern, a
national interest, and a global obligation. Thus it must be
given priority:
n

n

at the local level: to increase income, improve food security,
and sustain natural resources – thus helping to alleviate
poverty in areas where the livelihoods of the majority
depend on agricultural production;
at the global and national level: to safeguard natural
resources and ecosystem services and in many cases to preserve cultural heritage.

Conclusions and policy implications

➔

➔

Investments in SWC must be carefully assessed and planned on
the basis of properly documented experiences and evaluated
impacts and benefits: concerted efforts are needed and sufficient resources must be mobilised to tap the wealth of knowledge and learn from SWC successes. These investments will
give ‘value for money’ in economic, ecological and social terms.
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No. of case studies

42 case studies from 20 countries
around the globe

WOCAT 2007

Standardised documentation: attractive 4 page format,
including photos, graphs, technical drawings

